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A Project of Homeschool Alumni Reaching Out

The Media Is Doing Exactly What Rachel Dolezal’s
Abusive Homeschooling Parents Want

Posted on June 16, 2015 by R.L. Stollar 207 comments

*** Also read: Here’s What Joshua Dolezal Wrote About His and Rachel Dolezal’s Christian
Fundamentalist Upbringing (https://homeschoolersanonymous.wordpress.com/2015/06/17/heres-
what-joshua-dolezal-wrote-about-his-and-rachel-dolezals-christian-fundamentalist-upbringing/)

Note from R.L. Stollar, HA Community Coordinator:

We are covering Rachel Dolezal’s situation because she is a homeschool alumna. Rachel was homeschooled
(http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/17/us/rachel-dolezal-nbc-today-show.html) through Christian Liberty
Academy (http://www.cdapress.com/news/local_news/article_385adfeb-76f3-5050-98b4-d4bf021c423f.html?
mode=jqm). Her father, Larry Dolezal, worked for Creation Ministries International and was charged in 1999
with felony theft though the charges were later dismissed (http://missoulian.com/uncategorized/judge-tosses-
charges-against-former-lincoln-county-official/article_c63c8743-8ccc-5228-87ff-b0066a53bd99.html). We have
also heard testimonies from numerous homeschool alumni who grew up knowing the Dolezal family that
frequent and significant child abuse occurred in the family. The parents allegedly forced both Rachel and her
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older, biological brother Joshua to beat their younger, adopted siblings with plumbing supply line and two foot
long glue sticks, a practice inspired by Michael and Debi Pearl’s book, 
(https://homeschoolersanonymous.wordpress.com/tag/to-break-down-a-child-pearl-style-discipline-week/)To
Train Up a Child (https://homeschoolersanonymous.wordpress.com/tag/to-break-down-a-child-
pearl-style-discipline-week/). (Forced sibling-to-sibling corporal punishment
(https://homeschoolersanonymous.wordpress.com/2013/09/17/sibling-v-sibling-giving-the-child-the-rod-libby-
annes-story/) is sadly not uncommon in some homeschooling circles.) Such a practice conjures up troubling
images of Larry and Carri Williams, another homeschooling family that abused to death their adopted child
(http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/11/hana_williams_the_tragic_death_of_an_ethiopian_ad
optee_and_how_it_could.html), Hana. According to our sources, infant spanking (in public in their church
parking lot, even) and blanket training (https://homeschoolersanonymous.wordpress.com/2015/05/20/blanket-
training-is-about-adults-not-children/) were also common in the Dolezal family. Additionally, Rachel’s adopted
brother Izaiah Dolezal has himself raised public allegations against his parents
(http://www.nbcrightnow.com/story/29310159/new-information-about-spokane-naacp-president) involving
physical punishment, forced labor, and isolation in out-of-state group homes. With this background in mind,
now comes the latest development in the Rachel Dolezal saga: Dolezal’s older brother Joshua is awaiting trial on
charges he sexually abused a black child. Insinuations have been made
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/06/16/rachel-dolezals-brother-author-joshua-
dolezal-faces-trial-for-alleged-sexual-abuse-of-a-black-child/?tid=pm_pop_b) that the parents spoke up now to
retaliate against Rachel’s attempts to get her brother charged for abuse.

Because of this latest development, we believe the following statement from Carmen Green is important. Please
do keep in mind that this statement is not meant in any way to dismiss the wrongness of cultural appropriation
or the lies stated by Rachel regarding her history. This statement does, however, add another dimension of
complexity to this whole story that needs to be considered.

About the author: Carmen Green is a homeschool alumna and an attorney who specializes in the First
Amendment, child abuse law, and homeschooling regulations. Also by Carmen on HA: “A Homeschool
Alumna’s Thoughts on Megyn Kelly’s Interview of the Duggars”
(https://homeschoolersanonymous.wordpress.com/2015/06/04/a-homeschool-alumnas-thoughts-on-megyn-
kellys-interview-of-the-duggars/).

*****

I have a complicated thing to say.

The Rachel Dolezal story has everyone up in arms right now, accusing her of racism, appropriation,
and flat-out fraud. I don’t think I’m qualified to talk about the racial aspects of this story, but I am
very concerned about this:

The national media has gleefully paired itself with Rachel’s parents and is now just one more tool
that her parents are using against her. 
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Rachel is an abuse victim. She cut off her parents years ago, and she received guardianship of one of
her adopted brothers. Her biological brother currently faces charges for sexual assault, and Rachel
has, apparently, been aiding the victim of that crime, prompting her parents–after years of not having
any relationship with Rachel–to retaliate by outing her. 

Every time we go after Rachel, we are doing exactly what her abusive parents want. Read their
quotes. Their tone, their word choice–it’s what I’ve seen again and again from abusive parents, hiding
behind their own self-righteousness. They want you to hate Rachel. They want you to believe that she
is lying about them. They want you to hurt her.

Abuse victims are complicated people. They can and do hurt others. They can and do make awful
decisions. But blaming and pointing fingers at them without acknowledging the searing impact of
child abuse doesn’t help anyone but their abusers–who want, more than anything, for you to believe
that everything is the victim’s fault.

Please, when you discuss this case, do so in a way that will not make Rachel’s abusers happy. 

For further reading: 

Rachel Dolezal supporting victim who accused her brother of child molestation, suggests parents
outed her as white in retaliation (http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/rachel-dolezal-
older-brother-accused-child-molestation-article-1.2257560)
Rachel Dolezal’s brother, author Joshua Dolezal, faces trial for alleged sexual abuse of a black
child (http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/06/16/rachel-dolezals-
brother-author-joshua-dolezal-faces-trial-for-alleged-sexual-abuse-of-a-black-child/?
tid=pm_pop_b)
Black like me? Civil rights activist’s ethnicity questioned
(http://www.cdapress.com/news/local_news/article_385adfeb-76f3-5050-98b4-
d4bf021c423f.html?mode=jqm)
Rachel Dolezal, in Center of Storm, Is Defiant: ‘I Identify as Black’
(http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/17/us/rachel-dolezal-nbc-today-show.html)
Rachel Dolezal: ‘I identify as black’ (http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2015/06/16/rachel-dolezal-i-identify-as-black/?wpisrc=al_alert-national)
Rachel Dolezal Quits Her NAACP Post – ‘This Is Not About Me. It’s About Justice’
(http://www.people.com/article/rachel-dolezal-parents-interview-today-show)
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« Older Comments
Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:00 pm (Edit)

But back to my question: any and all allegations that she was abused in any way as a child, by
these homeschooling parents, are purely speculative in nature. Can we agree on that point, first of
all?

Reply
annjuar  June 17, 2015 4:28 pm (Edit)

I always thought that there was something amiss about the timing of this story. I believe that
there was abuse in the home . Now I’m sure that this is the reason.

Reply
este  June 18, 2015 12:06 am (Edit)

I understand the complexity of the situation, and maybe the parents have a personal
agenda…but does any of this justify the strategic lies, deceit, manipulations,infilterations,
ethical violations, fraud,etc she has portrayed for years to gain foot holes and milestones in
the African American world. . She could have been a positive contributor as a caucasin
woman. There are women all over the world who have been abused, mentally, physically,
emotionally, sexually and haven’t gone to the extreme as this woman!! She continues to
make excuses about the matter , no apologizes whih leads me to think she suffers psychosis
and more alarming is her children…what about the affect this is having on her children?
She says its not about her but in fact its all about her. Narcisisstic!!

curiousthreads  June 18, 2015 12:27 am (Edit)
Her parents may have opportunistically used the media but the timing was not their doing.
They were approached by a member of the media who did some solid investigative
reporting around Rachel’s allegedly fake hate crimes. So in a way Rachel’s the one who got
the ball rolling. If she hadn’t been alleging hate crimes everywhere she went that the police
found not evidence of, there would have been no story at this time.

http://www.kxly.com/news/north-idaho-news/how-the-coeur-dalene-press-broke-the-
dolezal-story/33598298

It’s true that when her parents were approached about it they could have chosen to say
nothing but whether they’re abusive or not, they do appear to be the only ones telling the
truth about who her parents are and what her race is.

Lynn  June 18, 2015 2:24 pm (Edit)
I couldn’t agree more with curiousthreads. I know the reporter who originally broke the
story, and she’s said that the parents were hesitant to speak with her and her coworker. It
was only after they were essentially confronted with their daughter’s behavior did they
talk with them. Were they abusive? I don’t know, I wasn’t there. What we do know is that
there is one confirmed liar in this story. And that is Rachel.
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solipsisterthinks  June 17, 2015 9:55 pm (Edit)
And it also seems like the evidence she was homeschooled for more than at most a couple of
high school years is slim to none. Joshua wasn’t homeschooled at all.
I despise homeschooling. I also believe the religious beliefs of her parents are insane (but I’m
an atheist, so I would prefer children are never raised to believe in any god(s)), but am
troubled by the implication she gets a pass for being an habitual liar and fraud because of her
upbringing.

Reply
Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:19 pm (Edit)

The reasoning of your whole piece proceeds from two shaky premises: a) Dolezal’s parents were
(and are) abusers and b) that they continue to seek to abuse their daughter, and are (in effect)
using the media to this end. Do you think that Larry and Ruthanne WANT to hurt their daughter,
to this day, Mr. Stollar?

And you have not answered my question directly, either: any and all allegations that she was
abused in any way as a child, by these homeschooling parents, are purely speculative in nature.
Do you agree or disagree with that statement?

Reply
R.L. Stollar  June 17, 2015 2:27 pm (Edit)

The piece itself was written by Carmen Green. I wrote the intro explaining why we published
it.

But speaking for myself: Rachel has alleged abuse by her parents against both her and her
adopted siblings, and several of the adopted siblings have also alleged abuse. So I disagree
that the allegations are purely speculative.

Reply
powellbank  June 17, 2015 3:41 pm (Edit)

Rachel has alleged several things that have turned out to be false. I don’t see any particular
reason to believe her when she claims her parents (who she now won’t admit ARE her
parents) were abusive.

Lynn  June 18, 2015 2:27 pm (Edit)
Rachel has also alleged multiple hate crimes which were dismissed. Additionally, one of
her adopted brothers has gone on record about her asking him to lie for her, warning him
to not ‘blow’ her cover. Although abuse certainly COULD have occurred, it is all still
allegation.

fed up with morons  June 17, 2015 2:26 pm (Edit)
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Considering that you state as if it was a proven fact that Dolezal is a victim of sexual abuse, and
that her family members are perverted twisted criminals, I’d say that you aren’t qualified to speak
on ANY aspect of this situation, not just on societal racial nonsense. Too bad that your “concern”
doesn’t extend to being honest, and forthright in the drivel you publish online – someone slightly
less clamoring for attention might even be concerned enough to just keep their flapping yap out of
something that doesn’t truly concern them in the first place. You’re nothing but a self-important
Internet GOSSIP.

Reply
R.L. Stollar  June 17, 2015 2:30 pm (Edit)

The alleged sexual abuse victim is not Rachel. It’s one of the adopted siblings. And it is a
documented fact that the adopted sibling has made the allegations.

Reply
Marilyn martinez  June 17, 2015 3:16 pm (Edit)

I think you need to do a review of this story. Rachel Dolezal admitted on national television
that she made up, the story of being hit by her parents with a whip. The allegations her
brother made were done with the help of Rachel. They were done in an legal,filing so that
she could gain custody of him at 16. Her parents say she was attempting to gain custody of
her brother to bolster her public claim that she was black. Her biological brother is being
charged with sexual abuse of a black child, unrelated to th Dolezal family. Rachel lied about
being born in a teepee, having to hunt for food with bow and arrow, living in South Africa
and claiming her adopted brother was her son (she had custody of him). It does the
homeschooler annonymous page a disservice to let this story stand as it calls into question
your credibility.

Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 3:38 pm (Edit)
I agree with Marilyn Martinez. I’d quit defending or apologizing for her, before you make
yourselves look really silly. Seriously.

curiousthreads  June 18, 2015 12:34 am (Edit)
Actually, Rachel is one of the alleged victims of sexual abuse by Joshua.

http://www.tmz.com/2015/06/17/rachel-dolezal-joshua-brother-sexual-assault-case-
national-geographic-photos/

She has also alleged abuse at the hands of her ex-husband.

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/rachel-dolezal-claimed-forced-sex-tape-
article-1.2261643

While I’m fascinated by the fundamentalist Christian aspect of this crazy saga, it would be
great if the media and bloggers would do a better job of reporting. It’s true the story keeps
changing every few hours with new details being released or uncovered but I’ve seen a lot
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of shoddy reporting and speculation in all the coverage I’ve read (which has been a lot). I
appreciate you covering this from the homeschooling/fundie perspective, but it would be
great if you could be more careful in researching the details of the story before making
unsubstantiated claims.

R.L. Stollar  June 18, 2015 1:21 am (Edit)
Thanks for the TMZ link. I’ve seen that claim made in a few other places but they all link
back to TMZ. More reputable sources have been unclear on who the second individual
was/is. Regardless, I was responding to the above comment that, “You state as if it was a
proven fact that Dolezal is a victim of sexual abuse.” I didn’t make that statement. My
statement was concerning the adopted sibling.

And yes, I do know about the domestic violence allegations. Rachel’s brother Joshua also
corroborates those in his memoir.

curiousthreads  June 18, 2015 12:39 am (Edit)
Marilyn martinez – “The allegations her brother made were done with the help of Rachel.
They were done in an legal,filing so that she could gain custody of him at 16.” I’m not sure
that’s accurate. Izaiah first tried to become emancipated at age 16 but he dropped the
petition and later on the court gave custody to Rachel. It isn’t clear from what I’ve read that
Rachel initiated this. And she already had one black son so I’m not sure how getting a
second brother/son would bolster her blackness.

http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/12/us/washington-spokane-naacp-rachel-dolezal-
identity/

According to court documents obtained by CNN, Rachel Dolezal’s adopted brother, who is
black, sought emancipation from Ruthanne and Lawrence Dolezal in 2010. The adopted
brother, now 21, said the Dolezals used “physical forms of punishment” and had sent his
brother and sister away to group homes because they didn’t cooperate with the couple’s
religion and rules.

The adopted brother wanted to live with Rachel Dolezal “in a multiracial household where
black culture is celebrated and I have a connection to the black community,” the court
papers said. The papers did not specify Rachel Dolezal’s race.

The petition for emancipation was dropped. In a separate legal action in 2010, the court
appointed Rachel Dolezal to be the adopted brother’s guardian with the consent of
Ruthanne and Lawrence Dolezal.

Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:41 pm (Edit)
Right on; i agree. They’re making it out as if these people are sadistic monsters who enjoy
abusing their daughter. What nonsense.
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Reply
Lisa  June 17, 2015 3:31 pm (Edit)

Says the Pot to the Kettle…

Reply
Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:38 pm (Edit)

The reasoning of this whole piece proceeds from two shaky premises: a) Dolezal’s parents were
(and are) abusers and b) that they continue to seek to abuse their daughter, and are (in effect)
using the media to this end. Do you think that Larry and Ruthanne Dolezal WANT to hurt their
daughter, to this day?

Reply
Ria  June 17, 2015 4:47 pm (Edit)

Absolutely!!! She cut them off years ago, so what exactly was the point of them “Outing”
her…. The point was to hurt her. I don’t understand why anyone even cares.

Reply
curiousthreads  June 18, 2015 12:43 am (Edit)

Folks may be right that her parents wanted to hurt her but let’s at least have the facts here.
They aren’t responsible for outing her. The media contacted them and asked them to
confirm they were her parents. They merely told the truth. If Rachel hadn’t lied, there
would have been no dramatic outing to be had. If they wanted to hurt her they could have
gone to the media at any point in the years prior but they didn’t speak to the media until
the media came to them.

http://www.kxly.com/news/north-idaho-news/how-the-coeur-dalene-press-broke-the-
dolezal-story/33598298

Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:40 pm (Edit)
“…it is a documented fact that the adopted sibling has made the allegations.”

And they are just that: ALLEGATIONS. Yet, you are reporting on them as if they are FACTS. Am I
wrong?

Reply
R.L. Stollar  June 17, 2015 2:45 pm (Edit)

“heard testimonies”

“parents allegedly forced”

“According to our sources”

“public allegations”

“awaiting trial on charges”
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Those are the words I used.

Reply
Maureen Kick  June 17, 2015 6:30 pm (Edit)

Sometimes it’s best to wait for the facts.

Alex  June 17, 2015 2:47 pm (Edit)
Maybe she is very passionate about racial issues and thinks that no one would take her seriously
if she were Caucasian? She was part of the NAACP, after all.

Or maybe she was abused as a child and this is her way of trying to separate from her parents? In
that case, that explains her comments about how “no one can prove they’re my biological
parents.”

Reply
simcbride  June 17, 2015 6:05 pm (Edit)

Spokane, WA is 2% black. More than half of the NAACP members are white. They have also
had a white president in the past. They certainly would not have taken her less seriously if she
were Caucasian. In fact, she could have been an even bigger influence in the community as a
white person standing up for civil rights. There is simply NO clear reason why she felt she
needed to lie and deceive which is why it’s so difficult for people to simply discount it. I stand
for INTEGRITY. I teach my child to always tell the truth, be proud of who she, and stand up
for those who may not be able to stand up for themselves. By example, Rachel has taught her
children the exact opposite. Let’s please not put our own values by the wayside in an effort to
stand up for this fraud.

Reply
RD  June 18, 2015 8:25 am (Edit)

White people started the NAACP and still join and participate fully on any level in the
organization. She could accomplished the same goals that she did without assuming a AA
persona or faking race based harassment. That’s the crux of the issue for many people.

Reply
Samantha Keats  June 18, 2015 11:02 am (Edit)

I’m thinking of your comment in light of those who have pretended to be Holocaust
survivors, which horrifies me.
And yet, it seems that her motivation was to become those she sought to help. Imagine if
everyone did this? I know someone who is on a Mission in Burma. Sent out an email that
they are saving so many souls from burning in hell. Made me feel great to know they
believe that I, too, will be burning in hell–and how does that affect how they interact with
people?
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If they really cared about the lives of those in Burma, wouldn’t it be better to choose to
share their lives and work beside them to make it better rather than think that My Way is
the Best Way?

Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:49 pm (Edit)
They’re not the words that Carmen Green used, and they’re not included in the very title of the
piece itself. The very name of the article implies that a) Dolezal’s parents were/are abusers and b)
that they somehow are using the media to continue to abuse their daughter, to this very day.
These are the two faulty premises from which the rest of her/your logic flows. Am I wrong?

Reply
Ria  June 17, 2015 4:50 pm (Edit)

Yes, you are. Not really sure how you get to say what she did and didn’t experience as a child.
Do you know them personally? She has every right not to want to be involved with her
family…..but guess what now she has no choice in the matter because they got bored one day
and decided to turn her entire life upside down….. so yea I think you’re wrong and I think her
parents are wrong…..She made it clear she wanted nothing to do with them and lookie what
haters do.

Reply
Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:52 pm (Edit)

I just don’t see how the fact that she was home-schooled, and may or may not have been abused
as a child, has anything to do with the etiology of her life as a pathological liar and con artist.
How Green connects those dots, I just don’t see.

Reply
Ray  June 17, 2015 8:30 pm (Edit)

Bingo. If someone’s parents were murdered when they were a child, does that mean it’s ok for
them to kill someone later in life because they were a victim? Whether she was abused or not
does not give her permission to commit fraud. No matter what has happened in our pasts, we
as humans are all held to the same standards to be decent human beings. Just because
someone had a rotten childhood does not entitle them to be a rotten adult.

Reply
Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 2:55 pm (Edit)

I’d quit defending or apologizing for her, before you make yourselves look really silly. Seriously.

Reply
Ria  June 17, 2015 4:54 pm (Edit)

Actually, you look silly defending these people. Now you’ve decided she’s a pathological liar
and a fraud… hmmmmm she looks like a lady with a tan and a perm who was minding her
own business. If we all used your logic to judge people we’d all be frauds, including you.

Reply
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curiousthreads  June 18, 2015 12:59 am (Edit)
She did anything but mind her own business. She taught people about black experience by
talking about her fake black experiences and imaginary black family and childhood
experiences and fake “natural” hair. She got positions of power by lying about her race on
forms and then abused her power (at least on the Police Commission
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/hbo/2015/jun/17/dolezal-and-other-police-
oversight-committee-members-accused-misconduct/). The things she’s lied about just keep
piling up and they are well documented. Many of them are not in dispute.

http://www.ibtimes.com/rachel-dolezals-many-lies-comprehensive-list-based-what-we-
know-so-far-1971521

My favorite thing that she’s said is that there’s no biological proof that her parents are her
parents and she can’t prove it.

“I’m not necessarily saying that I can prove they’re not,” Dolezal told Guthrie, “but I don’t
know that I can actually prove they are. I mean, the birth certificate was issued a month
and a half after I’m born. Certainly there were no medical witnesses to my birth. It was in
the woods.”

Actually, all they have to do is take a DNA test and I imagine that it would prove her
parents are her parents. But her brother says she won’t do it because she knows it would
prove she’s lying.

http://www.people.com/article/larry-dolezal-stunned-by-parentage-claim

Although two of her adopted siblings are supporting her, two of them are not.

http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/17/us/washington-rachel-dolezal-naacp/index.html

And of course let’s not forget the #1 lie: she is not black as far as anyone can tell.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3126774/Investigation-Rachel-Dolezal-s-roots-
reveals-no-black-relatives-dating-1671-ancestors-came-Europe-no-bloodlines-linking-
slaves-Africa.html

eithleen  June 17, 2015 7:50 pm (Edit)
I feel like you’re a home schooling shill trying to smear this woman. As a black person, I find
what Rachel did deeply offensive. However, I don’t let one bad incidence (aside from things
like child abuse, murder) in a person life define their character. Just because she lied about her
race does not mean her parents didn’t abuse her. If most of her siblings are supporting her
claims, I don’t see why you would so completely refuse to even consider the fact that there
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might be some truth to her allegations. The only reason I can think of is that you are probably
involved in one of the Christian cults that support child abuse and homeschooling (and I say
this as a Christian).

Reply
Brian J. Birmingham  June 17, 2015 3:09 pm (Edit)

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/06/17/rachel-dolezal-ethics_n_7606892.html

Reply
Thought_Crime  June 17, 2015 3:22 pm (Edit)

Geez Brian, based on your defensiveness one might assume that you’re one of her parents
using a pseudonym. Your really making yourself look silly.

Reply
Thought_Crime  June 17, 2015 3:20 pm (Edit)

Why do people homeschool? The main reason that I see is to keep the kids away from other
people who might notice signs of abuse or contradict the parents’ crazy ideas. As far as I’m
concerned the fact that they chose to homeschool shows serious mental deficiencies and makes me
more willing to believe that they were abusive. I feel really badly for Rachel. Apparently she
accomplished a lot in her role at that NAACP until her parents decided to discredit her in order to
protect their prodigal son. Nice people.

Reply
Angel  June 18, 2015 6:10 am (Edit)

People home educate because they want their children to excel, because the school system fails
children constantly, because so many schools have problems with bullying, because schools
don’t usually bother pushing the most gifted children, because schools often don’t provide
adequate support for children who need extra help, because schools teach to tests to boost
their stats rather than educating children for life as adults, the list is endless but I’m sure you
get the idea. Stating that a person must have mental health problems or be abusing their
child/ren because they home school says a lot about you.
I say this as a non religious, non abusive, home educating parent with children who are out at
groups and on trips very frequently.

Reply
Samantha Keats  June 18, 2015 11:37 am (Edit)

I would have to second this. If anything, the secular homeschoolers I have met are
respectful of their children, who participate in homeschool coops, group classes,
playgroups, on a regular basis.

Samantha Keats  June 18, 2015 9:27 am (Edit)
A lot of people I know homeschool because their child was badly bullied in school, with the
school bring unwilling to address the issue, because their child was too bright for today’s
public schools (highly gifted kids tend to get lost in today’s mainstreaming classrooms) or
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because the school district refused to support a child’s disabilities, so the kid was lost in the
shuffle. I’m homeschooling one of my children by default because of the latter cause–we won a
legal judgement against the entire district for their lack of response to our child’s disability, but
by that time, the damage had been done, do until he recovers, I have to teach him at home.

In addition, while I do believe there are people nationwide who choose to homeschool in order
to isolate their children religiously, there are also people who wish to isolate their children
from drugs, school violence, and precocious sexuality. And yes, I know a public school teacher
who learned that three boys had exposed themselves to a girl In Class, after she taunted them
to “show it.” And in our school district, children with severe discipline issues, sometimes as
many as nine in one classroom, have been mainstreamed without appropriate classroom
supports while parents and teachers are rising up to take back our schoos from a callous,
politically ambitious Superintendent.

Reply
Serena Williams  June 17, 2015 3:29 pm (Edit)

You do realize that everything that this woman has said is subject to scrutiny, cannot be taken at
face value, and is almost certainly a lie? Lay off of this woman’s parents. She got herself into the
mess she is in now. They did not. They simply refused to enable her delusional charade, and in
doing so they probably did her a solid. Now she might be able to seek the help she so desperately
needs, and end the con she’s been pulling for a decade.

Reply
Pho  June 17, 2015 10:17 pm (Edit)

It is a fact that her older biological brother is awaiting a trial for sexually molesting a young
black girl, the victim’s name is not public but records of the charges are. Two of her adopted
black siblings were sent away as teenagers for not following the faith of the parents and claim
they were abused.

The parents outted her soon before the trial, which does lead some to wonder what their real
motives are. Yes, these could all be false. But I hope we can agree that it is dangerous to write if
allegations of abuse because they are not “proven”

Her lying about her race is weird, wrong, dilusional, etc.

But it also is possible her parents are weird and wrong, too.

Reply
barenakedinvestor  June 17, 2015 3:44 pm (Edit)

Can we agree that both could be true? I seem to remember an old saying about the acorn not
falling too far from the oak.

Reply
dianatro  June 17, 2015 4:46 pm (Edit)
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everything is complete speculation. Several times throughout the article the author states
“according to our sources”, or “We have heard testimonies”, but they never actually mention who
these sources may be or how they obtained this information. For all that I, or anyone else knows,
this is complete speculation. If this blog were a mainstream news organization, or even if the
Doelzal parents were to see this and be rightfully offended, you could easily be sued for libel and
defamation because your facts are neither fact checked, founded in evidence, or in the public
interest.

Reply
Bruce Hamilton  June 17, 2015 4:51 pm (Edit)

Are there police reports detailing the abuse, anything other than her word? I would not trust
anything she says about her parents.

Reply
R.L. Stollar  June 17, 2015 8:58 pm (Edit)

This Buzzfeed article has all of the court records, scroll down to the bottom of it:
http://www.buzzfeed.com/davidmack/dolezal-alleged-abuse-scandal#.dtw5GjD1B

Reply
kristin  June 17, 2015 5:25 pm (Edit)

It’s pointless to argue with the child abuse defenders. They don’t care what the truth is, what the
court documents say, what the other siblings say, what witnesses say. They cant see through their
blinders, but we already know that is a small part of the bigger picture

Reply
Nonee Friend  June 17, 2015 5:27 pm (Edit)

Do the research. She is a pathological liar. She claims she was born in a teepee and killed animals
with a bow and arrow for food, among other things.

Ezra Dolezal, 22, one of Dolezal’s adopted brothers, tells PEOPLE that Rachel has made things up
about their eldest brother abusing the victim.
http://www.people.com/article/rachel-dolezal-naacp-criminal-case-colorado

She was also asked to resign from a Spokane, Washington police oversight commission within 24
hours for creating an “intimidating and harassing” workplace.
http://www.people.com/article/rachel-dolezal-naacp-police-ombudsman-resignation

Reply
mbailey585  June 17, 2015 5:37 pm (Edit)

Ok, so she was abused. Does that excuse her for lying about her race? There are those who go on
to abuse children after they have experienced a history of child abuse themselves, are they
excused as well?
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The primary issue is that this woman held a leadership position in a highly reputable organization
within the Black community that was primarily founded for the advancement of Black people.
While the organization is inclusive of ALL races, she lied while holding a public seat. That is
inexcusable and mind-boggling how many don’t see the issue with that.

Reply
northstar1007  June 17, 2015 5:38 pm (Edit)

She’s still not black, though, and there’s still no excuse for her actions born out of privilege and
some warped white guilt complex. Even allowing for any abuse that hasn’t been confirmed, what
we do know is a white woman usurped the place of black women and is now being told, “That’s
alright.” It is not alright.

Like… this is ignoring what the actual problem is in a big way.

Reply
Godfrey Arrington  June 17, 2015 6:42 pm (Edit)

I think we can all agree that Rachel has issues but they started from something. I personally am
looking at the parents. They also appear to have something not quite right going on and THEY
should stop being treated as if they were innocents. I suspect they had something to do with
outing their daughter and they have been all too eager to throw her under the bus and continually
claim she is a liar. Not something loving parents would do, wouldn’t you agree? There is a
tendency to deny any wrong doing by people who includes God, Christian or church in any
sentence they utter. It’s as if they are immediately absolved of any wrong doing and that places
them in the category of ‘victim’ eg: Josh Duggar. My suggestion is that everyone step back, calm
down and instead of jumping all over Rachel as the only guilty party in this dysfunctional family
drama, take a very close look at her family ESPECIALLY her parents. This is not a (no pun
intended) black or white situation. It is murky, blurred and very sad.

Reply
CatM  June 17, 2015 6:44 pm (Edit)

“Please, when you discuss this case, do so in a way that will not make Rachel’s abusers happy. ”
And how exactly would we do that, while we’re justifiably calling her a liar and a fraud?

Reply
Steve Tapia  June 17, 2015 6:55 pm (Edit)

I’ve been wanting to take everyone to task on this issue for a bit now, and I feel like the time has
come.

Although I may word this poorly, I’m sure that the points meant for you all will be taken well.
Let’s see…

Rachel Dolezal’s problems with society judging her on the race she has identified with, and her
position in the NAACP, really should be a non-issue.
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Yeah, perhaps she hasn’t been completely forthcoming about her heritage, and it borders on the
outrageous. But who here hasn’t lied on an application, or embellished to make your benefits to
the company more appealing?

The real issue is that more often than not, white bigots have identified people of mixed race
(especially half black and half white) as being black. One only need to look at the current
president to see the vitriolic Republican house, who’s made it their raison d’etre to make this
administration the most failed presidency of all time.

And kudos to President Obama for always raising above such hatred and still remaining a class
act.

And in spite of the Obstructionism, he’s managed to get a lot accomplished regardless of the
immense amount of Obstructionism. This is what time will judge him on.

And the same should be said for this woman, Rachel Dolezal. It’s not a matter if what race she is,
or isn’t. But what it is she personally brought to the table, and how well she does her job! Nothing
else matters, except how well she carried out her responsibilities, and what she did to further the
cause if the NAACP!

I’m sorry I don’t see this the same way as you all do,but this is my honest opinion on the matter.

The issue of racial identity is truly a red herring in light of where she took this organization, and
what advances she’s made for them at the NAACP, and nothing else really matters.

Oh, and one more point needs voicing. The NAACP isn’t just for people of color. Although this is
their focus, it would be liable to suggest they’re solely interested in just people of color.

It’s right there in their mission statement!

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is an African-
American civil rights organization in the United States, formed in 1909.[3] Its mission is “to ensure
the political, educational, social, and economic equality of rights of ALL persons and to eliminate
racial hatred and racial discrimination”.[4] Its name, retained in accordance with tradition, uses
the once common term colored people.

Yeah, I didn’t take too kindly to her parents apologizing for her on national television either. It
was the hight of duplicitous Christian behavior.

I don’t care what sin you as a parent see in your kids, but to air it on a news station like that
probably speaks volumes as to why she’s distanced herself from them.

Oh, and don’t feed the trolls people!

Reply
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Steve Tapia  June 17, 2015 7:06 pm (Edit)
Oh, and as far as this reporter’s credentials being called into question goes, Mr. R. L. Stroller has
done his due diligence, and just reported the facts. He was both unbiased and fair in his reporting
and chose to peel away the layers of a more complex story than anyone cares to consider.

Reply
isobeldebrujah  June 17, 2015 7:40 pm (Edit)

You’ve set up a situation wherein it is impossible to hold Ms. Dolezal responsible for her behavior
and you’ve done so in the whitest way possible. What she did IS racist and as a Black woman, I
can’t just put the racialized aspects of this story to the side. Just no, on every possible level.
https://isobeldebrujah.wordpress.com/2015/06/17/homeschoolanon-rachel-dolezals-parents-
dont-matter-black-lives-do/

Reply
Holly  June 18, 2015 5:19 am (Edit)

Please consider promoting the stories of Izaiah, Esther, Zach and Ezra Dolezal. Transracial
adoption and abuse in fundamentalist homeschool families is a large and often hidden
problem. I believe they are the real victims here.

Reply
curiousthreads  June 18, 2015 10:27 am (Edit)

While I agree that there seems to be a real problem with “transracial adoption and abuse in
fundamentalist homeschool families” (though it’s certainly not limited to the adopted
children) I don’t think we should be making poster children out of children who haven’t
even alleged abuse. Of the four adopted children, only Izaiah has alleged abuse against his
parents and Esther has alleged abuse against her older brother, Joshua. For now Ezra and
Zach are standing behind their parents saying there was no abuse in the home.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/06/12/spokane-naacp-
president-rachel-dolezal-may-be-white/

http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/17/us/washington-rachel-dolezal-naacp/index.html?
eref=rss_topstories

Taylor Jordan  June 17, 2015 7:51 pm (Edit)
It’s understandable given the emotions this spotlighted spectacle presents but it really rankles me
when people don’t get their facts straight. The parents DID NOT “out her”. According to
verifiable sources I have read, an investigation was already pending and the Coeur d’Alene press
approached her parents, attempting to verify if they were related to her. They simply answered
the questions put forth – truthfully – providing substantiation of their relationship.

Reply
R.L. Stollar  June 17, 2015 8:47 pm (Edit)
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You’re not very good at reading. The piece says “insinuations were made” and then links to a
Washington Post article that made the insinuations.

Reply
Colin Foote Burch  June 17, 2015 8:03 pm (Edit)

Reblogged this on Public Work and commented:
The story behind the Rachel Dolezal story —

Reply
old dancer  June 17, 2015 8:21 pm (Edit)

I think that Rachel’s identification with her culture or race is a totally different issue than other
allegations she has made against her parents. Brian, I have to call you out because all of the
language used in the article clearly identifies it as allegations. Is no one allowed to talk about
something unless it is proven in a court of law? I have no idea if the allegations are true or not, but
I think she has a right to be heard. I am curious about the identification with her being home
schooled. Often parents who decide to home school their children have extreme beliefs and may
want to keep their children from mainstream culture for various reasons. It could be consistent
with her accusations that the children were kept in an isolated environment, but maybe it isn’t. I
think it is healthy to have an investigation on this issue. If it turns out to be baseless, that is great.
If not, something should be done
.

Reply
C. Keeton  June 17, 2015 8:28 pm (Edit)

The motives of any parent who publicly shames their child of any age should be questioned.
There are no words of concern, compassion or tact being uttered from that camp. The entire
scenario is being used for political fodder as usual.

Reply
Laura Livingston  June 17, 2015 8:40 pm (Edit)

Her parents adopted 4 black children while having two white ones. That’s a little unusual, yes?
That would tend to change a person, I think. She may be their protector and could indeed
indentify with them. Her parents outed her, no matter the motivation, so I would ask everyone…
why would parents do that to a child? Who does it serve? Clearly, there is some mental illness
here that we’d all do well to leave alone, and let the bright lights fade on this family’s ordeal.

Reply
Madi Bell  June 17, 2015 9:39 pm (Edit)

So let’s say her prenatal are abusive assholes who are outing her just to be mean…..

Does that make her any less of a liar, manipulator or her deception any less troubling?

Reply
Madi Bell  June 17, 2015 9:39 pm (Edit)
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*parents

Reply
Pingback: New Troubling Twist On Rachel Dolezal | The Militant Negro™ (Edit)

margaret mitchell  June 17, 2015 11:31 pm (Edit)
I hadn’t been following the Rachel story and I saw her parents on TV. I was shocked at how
creepy and egotistical they seemed and immediately thought they are really not acting like loving
parents. The latest revalations make me really feel for Rachel..When so many in brought up in
abuse become abusive, her career of caring shows that she must be someone special.

Reply
Bill Rudersdorf  June 18, 2015 12:08 am (Edit)

Rachel’s identity is both vitally important to her and very fluid. And she never admits error. She
doubles down. First, she claimed under oath in a court document to be white, but years later only
“identifies” as black.

Nine instances of legal claims of threats or harassment, dismissed for lack of evidence. But when
she was (supposedly) raped, she didn’t report it. Swastica put on her door, but oh! The
surveillance camera had been switched off. Nasty “mail” sent to her, but not through the postal
service – it had to have been put in the locked mail box by someone who had a key. Rachel must
have a lot of bad luck.

She has claimed ancestry which tallies with what her biological parents say, but has also added
Native American, Jewish and Arab. She is her own rainbow. Maybe it’s true. This is America.

(Is it my imagination, or just bad copies of photographs, but it seems her skin shade varies with
the occasion.)

She always has a story, and it’s always somebody else’s fault.

Tepees, bows and arrows, death threats, rape, abuse. She wants to help the downtrodden? She
could do that best at arm’s length. The klan does less damage.

On the other hand, some of her art is impressive. But even that has a shadow across it, as one is a
clear copy of a well known Turner piece. How many others are copies, too? Perhaps of more
minor works? She’s clearly soiled her honor there too.

So now we come to the parents. Who are mean and “shame” her. They shame her by saying that
they’re her parents. We’ve all felt that way I guess. Commentators here note that they’re doing this
to a child. Yes, and their child is 37 years old. Maybe the parents are worse. Maybe. But as a squid
obscures the view with its ink, are the allegations about her parents to elucidate or distract?

I’m oh so sure that we haven’t heard the last of this.
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Reply
curiousthreads  June 18, 2015 1:12 am (Edit)

Wow, I hadn’t heard about her claims that she was also Jewish and Arab. To be fair on the
Native front, her parents have said in interviews that they believe there to be some Native
American blood in the family though this genealogist couldn’t find any proof of that going
back to 1671. She would certainly not be the first person to be told by her parents that they
were part Native only to find out later that it wasn’t true. So based on what she knows from
her parents I think she could only claim white and Native, though I feel like any person
claiming Native ancestry should try to research it before claiming it on job applications.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3126774/Investigation-Rachel-Dolezal-s-roots-
reveals-no-black-relatives-dating-1671-ancestors-came-Europe-no-bloodlines-linking-slaves-
Africa.html

Reply
Karissa  June 18, 2015 2:31 am (Edit)

Dramatizing the adult Rachel’s childhood is mostly a distraction. I 100% believe that she was
abused in some way by her parents. Why? Because MOST of us were; particularly those of us who
Rachel exploited and imitated for personal gain. Perhaps she was severely mistreated. Hurt
people hurt people, we know. The cliche is meaningful because it’s true.

And yet, this is a further display of her white priviledge. When people of color, who
disproportionately fill our prisons, commit crimes, we urgently begin digging into their criminal
or behavioral records. When white people commit crimes, we begin the armchair psychoanalytics.

Given that this is true, hopefully she will begin using the spotlight to out her parents; but for now,
we sit and watch, as she uses minors to apologize for her exploitation. The abused becomes the
abuser.

*Also to note, what I’ve read has says that Rachel’s parents did not seek to out her. She claimed to
have been receiving racially motivated harassment by mail. A news station went to find her
parents, and what they found was two white people. Obviously there’s more to the story….

Reply
TMGresham  June 18, 2015 5:38 am (Edit)

For some reason, I knew from the very beginning that there was more to this story and that abuse
was a large part of it. It will be interesting to see how this will end. Hopefully Rachael can get the
help she and her siblings need.

Reply
Bill Rudersdorf  June 18, 2015 11:14 am (Edit)

That might be a while. Rachel has resisted accepting responsibility again and again and
celebrities have “validated” her. She’s riding the tiger. Hard to get off that one. Hope she does.
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Reply
MTR  June 18, 2015 6:36 am (Edit)

Abuse or no abuse, I don’t see what homeschooling ha to do with this issue. Many children who
attend both public and private schools are also abused. It seems to me, bringing homeschooling
into the discussion in this article is simply a move to discredit those who homeschool. I’ve not
seen an article that describes the parents in other abuse cases as “public schooling families” or
“private schooling families”. This entire article could have been written without any reference to
how she was schooled.

Reply
Colin  June 18, 2015 7:23 am (Edit)

Let me preface my comment by saying that I am a big fan of public education. My children were
homeschooled (long story involving divorce and the courts).

This article touches on potential abuse that homeschooled children can be subjected to with no
means of escape when isolated from responsible adults (teachers, doctors, etc). Abuse can happen
in any family but the isolation can make it harder to escape.

From a contextual point of view, individuals can do fucked up things when they were subjected to
abuse themselves. It not an excuse, just an explanation of the path that led them to their current
state.

I don’t know who is telling the truth in this story. Hopefully the facts will come out. In the
meantime, there are lessons to be learned.

Reply
Pingback: On Rachel Dolezal, White Privilege, and White Shame | (Edit)

Pingback: Rachel Dolez, Caitlyn Jenner, and identity politics | redpillfeminist (Edit)

artofdarkelegance  June 18, 2015 8:57 am (Edit)
I am sorry, What does this have to do with HER lying and misrepresenting herself? I am a
survivor. Of abuse, of rape, but I do not use it as an excuse to do something so mind boggling as
this. I do not claim to be something I am not, someone I am not. I do not use it to file false claims
of hate crimes. I feel bad for her IF what is said is true about abuse. BUT there is a time when you
cut the excuses and make HER responsible for HER actions. Do not make the crimes of the
parents(or supposed crimes) the excuse for HER bad behavior.

Reply
Judie  June 18, 2015 9:26 am (Edit)

There are millions of “victims” who grow up in abusive homes. Lying is still lying. Why didn’t she
pursue a career in effects of home schooling or child abuse on children. If she is sincere, that seems
the logical thing to have done. I think her career choice was a con on everyone. Black and white
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alike. How much schooling did she have. What degrees does she hold? If she has either a general
BA or no degree at all, I would be suspicious that her motives were a nice cushy job. Not saying
she didn’t work hard but the “perks” would be huge.

Reply
Samantha Keats  June 18, 2015 11:32 am (Edit)

She has a Masters in Fine Arts, I believe, from Howard University.

Reply
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